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Preface

Narratives i
human interzrciioe;zlyghfere, performmg countless different functions in
ited rather strictl ,A fﬁ o ﬂ?e aT:ea ‘Of inquiry of this book must be delim-
duction, ant T h)g est’t el:) subtltle. mdlcat§§, it is intended as a critical intro-
More nasrowly st ﬂli : h(j) e genqmely cnt.lcal and genuinely introductory
Ianguago.onened c;r 1]; 01j1t1'ca1 mtr(?ductlon is specifically concerned With.
of looking at naatve hgulstlcally-mmded perspectives on narrative: ways
and model of m at atte'nd systematically to the language of stories
fives or their foe 1Vﬁ—ana1y51.s that focus on the linguistic form of narra—,
an exmphasis s ﬂgle ) Oll(iil,i }":-‘descrlbable struqture. The basic rationale for such
and danamics of T Cl 10;1 that. Systematic analytical attention to the logic
mode of langriage beﬁ age chaviour can shed light on any sub-domain or
Whet o & ab%) e aerm(;ur. The mode s?otﬁghted here is narrative.
phenomenon? And hois? éZrel tcilri: glea;zstlc: o o pervasive and fascinating
entering ¢ answer such a questi i
anneorlllrrllgc égt(r)laarr r;a;g:tlve of one’s own? The fact is, as my (?perjitrllogns;:?elz:g
do. feom m’aking e [S) ;riet every\fvhere. Or are potentially so. Everything we
how these cominad - Zn making breakfast to taking a shower (and notice
be scen. cost. and rocont dy order — make a multi-episode narrative), can
ond, charact;rs o n s as a na}rranw? — a narrative with a middle’ and
‘human interest:, andlzgr;lorr;m(?rh(: ﬁﬁgr‘gltle; ﬂrleSOIVed), Sspense, enigma,
fast thi > . ot the story of my maki -
S gS rr)l(i)?gzimeg, ;:(i;ﬂd be stated as “Don’t try to clean tlslle toalslzgrb\f:l?ill(e
-~ Ourselvesg ar'ld élom such narratives, major and minor, we learn more
not forgetting a ms e wqud arqund us. Making, apprehending, and then
ke aoang rra_tlve 18 making-sense of things which ma , 1
of other things. J also help
Just how i i
lives booory e;;esrt\:;ill\ife allnd 1mp9rtant oral and written narratives are to our
we depend on s ot élg y cldez.1r if we .stop to think of the forms of narrative
historical texts; ngwsp:tglrliesnflll)cllrzrilt:\:;szf: i?graphies e lographics;
Jetters > e : atures in many media;
oo ::(g) rd;:.rzlsr,r?oxllels,. thrlller§ and romances; medi}cl:al casae, I?i:tr(s)?ir::sq
mance reviews,' andcu fi vitae; police 'reports of ‘incidents’; annual perfor-,
el anl o > and, oiten most crucially, the stories we tell about our-
ers — stories of triumphs and disasters. pleasure and nain _1111:1

Preface ix

¢ourse of our everyday lives. These are only some of the materials

juping our lives that are palpably narrative in form and function.
we might also consider many other preoccupations which, as a
iig of assisting comprehension, we ‘parrativize’. Law students strug-
to grasp and retain the ramifications of the law concerning theft may
a8 a sense-making procedure, cast the law(s) as a developing story
| by attendances to and departures from precedent, and by statutory
wisions. And the criminal law in its entirety can be seen as a revisable
ry: the story is about socially impermissible conduct and the means of
{ross available when such conduct is exposed. This all-embracing ‘story
ihe law’ subsumes an infinite number of more specific episodes (actual
and hypothetical), with probable but contestable outcomes: if you do this,
i those circumstances, then you may be liable to such and such penalties.
§cience, too, may at first glance look very different from narrative. We

often think of it as an expanding storehouse of incontestable facts, the hal-
lowed repository of objective knowledge of how things in the world work:
4 rich but static description, quite remote from ‘storytelling’. But that
{urns out to be mistaken in both theory and practice. In theory, the
emphasis on scientific enquiry as an ongoing revisable narrative (with revi-
sions made on the rational grounds that the revised account brings
enhanced descriptive or explanatory power, and greater generalizability)
is now commonplace. And in practice, too, one has only to think of
how science is taught in schools to see the centrality of narrative to under-

standing.
For instance, the concepts of fuel, energy and work might be taught in
ating breakfast before running

the primary school by telling stories about ¢
around, and putting fuel in the car before going on a long trip. If the child
doesn’t get the point of these stories, and see the logical connections
h story as well as the analogical parallels

between the stages within eac
across the stories, they won’t begin to understand the concepts involved.
be less informal and more

At secondary school the presentation may
theorized, but narrative methods persist. Any laboratory exercise in
physics, chemistry or biology, for example, is a planned and guided story
in which the child is an essential participant. Testing for the hydrogen that
is released when copper filings are added to sulphuric acid is, for teacher
and lab assistant, an old, old story (ah, they don’t make them like that any
more!). But it’s a new story, a narrative of enforced personal experience if
you like, for the child, the moral of which is to be learned. And afterwards,
in the passive voice style that tries to keep human interest out of the
picture, they must ‘write up’ the experiment.

If the above is a reminder that narrative is a mode that, directly or more
indirectly, may inform almost every aspect of human activity, I must now
stress that the following chapters are concerned almost entirely with narra-
tives in a narrower sense: literary narratives, folktales, stories by and for
children, conversationally-embedded spoken narratives, and news stories
b media. There are linguistic similarities between these types of
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%}ilfi;)t*it;&: which I hope, rather than leading to a boring sameness, will b

ﬂl(i)ughtmprovoking, and linguistic differences, too, which are e,t not X

gr§§t as tlo make for unmanageable heterogeneity. ’ ! ”

. For this second edition, I have made many minor revisions and rephras

Ings, some cuts and several additions or expansions. The expansions hav _
been kept in check by the need to keep the book to a manageable len the
and the requ.irement that something linguistic and introductory couldgbe;
relevantly sald. about each topic. The substantially new sections include
ones on narratlv.ity (1.3), modes of narration (3.8), surprise and suspense
(4.7), film narration (4.8), Labov applied to literature (6.11), systemic stor
gex;res (7.6), the structure and analysis of hard news stori;,s in print an(}:ll
:Ir: c;n]g X(jr.gi—si.sél,sgggéggda%eglder (8.7). All the Further Reading and Notes
revised and bacuts up,to o ee. end of each chapter, have been radically

Qn the other hand, I have sometimes retained from the first editio
particular demonstration analyses even where these use approaches thI:
may han: developed further in very recent years. The more recent 21(
often builds on the earlier work, so that the latter remain e
and truly introductory.

.In the following chapters, particularly the earlier and more literary-
mlnded ones, presentation and discussion of models and theories oftey
1nvolves'detailed reference to one or more of a few celebrated lite y
texts. whl‘ch T'have taken as exemplary. So the best way to read these clfary
tgrs is with those narratives both firmly in memory and close to hand ?P'
direct consultation. This special collection comprises the following storieosr'
James Joyce’s ‘Eveline’ and “The Dead’, from Dubliners; William'
Fal.llk,ner’s ‘That Evening Sun’ and ‘Barn Burning’; Katherine I\;Iansﬁeld’s
Bliss’; and Vladimir Nabokov’s novel, Prin. Many other narratives, short
?ﬁld long, oral and written, literary and non-literary, will be discus’sed in
Chz ;;:;Se of the book. But those six are especially relevant to the first five

A .hngulstic introduction can hardly avoid the occasional use of more
tech.mca.l t_erms that may at first seem off-putting to those who have take
no hn'gulstlcs courses. I have tried to keep specialist jargon to a mini y
explaining terms as the discussion proceeds. o

s both important
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